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Recently, I rented a DVD of a romanticized version of Modiglianiôs life. I had first seen the film at the Sonoma 

Wine, Food and Film Festival in April of 2004. I hadnôt really studied much of the true history of Modigliani so I 

ñboughtò the filmôs whole torrid tale. But recently, I picked up Modigliani: A Life by Jeffrey Meyers and some-

thing was nagging at me to see the movie again, so I rented it from the mighty Netflix. I was ready to cuddle 

up to the small screen in my pajamas, popcorn in one hand and vodka tonic in the other. (Get the picture?) 

With my newfound knowledge of the true story,  I was filled with anticipation to see the film again --- the film 

that was touting itself as revealing the untold story of the bitter rivalry between ñModiò and Picasso, two men 

whose envy of each other was fueled by their brilliance, talent, passion and Arrogance. No, that isnôt a typo, 

arrogance with a capital ñAò. (But Iôll cover that later.) 

It is also a story of perhaps the greatest love tragedy in art history. Jeanne Hebuterne was a beautiful Catholic 

girl masterfully played by Elsa Zylberstein (who in real life is a Jew) in love with Modigliani, a Jew passionately 

played by Andy Garcia (who in real life is Catholic). Can one surmise that this is writer/director Mick Davisôs 

attempt at irony? 

Jeanne and Modigliani have a baby.  Predictably, driven by religious bigotry, Jeanneôs father secretly sends 

their baby to a faraway convent. In a melodramatic attempt to save the child, Modigliani, with the help of 

Davisôs imagination, enters an art competition that rewards the winner with prize money and a guaranteed 

career. The film then treats the audience to quick, but endless, cuts of  sweat-stained artists frantically painting 

on their canvases in their signature styles --- Modigliani, Picasso, Soutine, Rivera, Utrillo. etc.  Itôs a shame that 

it never really happened because it does make great fodder for romanticizing Modigliani as the savior of his 

family. Wasnôt the truth about his life interesting enough for Mr. Davis? 
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As you know, we have been offering a ñMuseum Mannersò class for kids ages 7-12  in cooperation with Lisa 

Gache of Beverly Hills MannersÊ for a number of years.    .   

The ñMuseum Mannersò class for kids has been such a success that we decided to 

offer an art and conversation evening for adults and our first one was held on Saturday 

April 25.  ñART & The ART of Conversationò is a 3-hour event that combines a stimu-

lating tour of varied artworks at LACMA with developing conversational skills.     The eve-

ning starts with a one hour thought-provoking art tour at LACMA followed by dinner at 

Pentimento.  Over dinner, Lisa  explores the intricacies of todayôs modern manners and 

how to excel at everyday conversation.   The class was a great success and we will let 

you know when we schedule the next one. 

(continued on page 3) 

Ellen with a Museum 

Manners class. 

http://www.amazon.com/Modigliani-Life-Jeffrey-Meyers/dp/0151011788/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1239925063&sr=1-3


Page 2 

PHONE:  1-310-800-6710                                        EMAIL :  info@quickculture.com                                    WEB: www.quickculture.com 

   START WITH ART  
   QUICK  CULTUREôS  NEW SLETTER  

Apropos to the editorial, there is a new gallery in Los Angeles where the art reflects 
the influence of Modigliani. The walls of the Rebecca Molayem Gallery on le dernier 
cri of streets (aka Robertson Blvd.) are colorfully lined with the whimsical art of--- 
you guessed it--- Rebecca Molayem. 

Rebeccaôs voluptuous Botero-like characters chat and party through her expression-
ist brushstrokes. Donôt look for any anorexic stick-types or Vargas pinups here. 
These are real people inspired by her keen observation of human behavior and 
body language. Rebeccaôs stylized figurative paintings provoke a smile that invites 
us into her world of characters frolicking on the beach, dancing the night away and 
celebrating life. 

Rebeccaôs passion for art began as a graphic artist and illustrator for 15 years be-
fore devoting all of her time to painting and sculpting. After commenting to her that 
all the people in her paintings and sculpture look related, Rebecca coyly smiled and 
revealed that she has a large family and most of her inspiration and sources for 
ideas come from her relatives and friends enjoying everyday life--- from traveling to 
get-togethers to falling in love. Her choices of colors reflect their moods---- strong, 
saturated, bright and complementary.  She paints and sculpts every chance she 
gets, her studio being in her home. (Magritte painted in his dining room!) And, even 
plies her talent right in her gallery, where I noticed there was a painting in progress. 
Clearly, Rebecca has a unique relationship with her art.  

 

 

       

 

  

DECORATING IDEA!  

FIRST, BUY $10. WORTH OF SHARPIESéthen do 

what Charlie Kratzer did in his basement in Lexington, 

Kentucky.     Get his story and a more comprehensive 

look here: 

 http://www.kentucky.com/147/story/532854.html 

Beach  

Dancers Vase  

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT  

Rebecca in her gallery.  

Rebecca Molayem Gallery  

302 N. Robertson Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 

90048  

310-714-2800   

www.rebeccamolayemarts.com 
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joy through my paintings and be-

lieve my work is a source of strong 

compassion, opening doors to ex-

hilarating journeys through color 
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Rebecca Molayem  
Party 
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